The Wales Summer University

The Wales Summer University has been designed and developed to benefit a cohort of about 100 Year 12 young people each year, drawn from the most disadvantaged areas of Wales about 30 of whom are based in Lampeter. There are strict entry criteria relating to family income and other indicators of disadvantage and applicants have to provide independent evidence that they meet the criteria. The scheme provides participants with an intensive six-week experience of University while also enabling them to gain the skills and confidence necessary to apply to, and achieve at, the Higher Education institution of their choice. It differs significantly from other Summer Schools by the duration of stay, by the academic support provided in a very wide range of available subjects and by the progression opportunities offered to those who successfully complete the scheme. 
The academic modules are provided by most of the departments of the university, demonstrating its inter-institutional character, and the pastoral support is largely provided by trained university under-graduates, many of whom are themselves former Summer University participants.  Modules are provided in both English and Welsh. The scheme also provides the young people with a lively social programme to encourage them to develop social skills and to gain the necessary self-confidence to be enabled to leave home at the end of their school life. The programme is entirely free to participants and transport from all regions of Wales is organised at the beginning and end of the course and at each weekend.  Accommodation, food, teaching, books and the social programme are all provided and the participants receive £25 per week pocket money for incidental expenses. 

Each place costs about £2,000 and so funding constraints limit the number of young people who could benefit. In 2007 funding cuts will limit this number even further.
The scheme is very carefully targeted and closely monitored by an external moderator to ensure that it is of the highest quality and that it impacts directly on the social profile of those applying to HE. The Wales Summer University is a unique scheme in terms of its main characteristics and has recently been modelled by other institutions in recognition of the crucial contribution which it makes to Widening Access provision in Wales and the UK.
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